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EINGa Maſter of Iſrael, and pliced at 

the head of one of the moſt renowned 

1 ſeats of Learning in the world, you need_ 

not > informed that the Miſſion of the Hoy 
Gnos r is the one grand promiſe of the New, as 

the coming of Jesus Cukisr was the great pro- 

miſe of the Old Teſtament diſpenſation. I will 

pray the Father, ſays our bleſſed Lonp to his 

almoſt diſconſolate Diſciples, and he ſhall give 

you another Comforter,” And again, It is ex- 

pedient for you, that I go away; for if 1 go not 

away, the Comforter will not come unto you; 
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but if I depart (it being the Purchaſe of his all⸗ 
atoning Blood, and deſigned to be the immediate 
fruit and proof of the reality of his Reſurrection, 
and ſubſequent Afcenfion into Heaven) wilt ſend 
Him unto you.“ And that they might know that 
this Comforter was not to be confined to, or 
_ monopolized by Them, but was to be of ſtanding 
general uſe, He immediately gives them intima- 
tions of the deſign and nature of His office: and 
were Kid e ine when he &comeJ he will con- | 
vince the world of fin, and of righteouſneſs, and 
of judgment.” 


| — f % 
% «+ 44 4 lt - 


Strange, and till then unheard-of, promiſe this! 
Such as a Confacius, Sproaſten pr; yy, other 
fictitious uninſpired Prophet or Lawgiver never 
dreamt of. A promiſe, which none but One, 
who was Gop over all, could dare to make; 
2 promiſe which none but, Ohe, wha was:Gbp 

over, all, _ poſſibly fulfill. 


EY to this promiſe, cc having 3 co 
on 1 h, led Sal captive, and rectived t 


| gift 5 . men, | this divine, Patactere, 'rhis Holy 
Gholf, on the 7 of Pentecoſt, came e down 9 


e cee Scholars, 1 


ers, Orators. And well they might or, being- 
filled wich the Holy Gholt, 25 i | 
them 


171 


them utterance, they began to fpeak with other 
tongues the wonderful things of God. | 


bo, 


But what was all this divine apparatus, this 
divine preaching, this divine oratory intended 
for? The following verſes inform us: The 
hearers of thoſe wonderful things, the ſpectators of 
this tranſcendently amazing ſcene, © were pricked 
to the heart, and were made to cry out, Men and 
Brethren, what ſhall we do? And the ſame day 
were added to this infant church about three 
thouſand fouls.” Here were proofs, ſubſtantial, 

inconteſtible proofs, of the reality of the Reſur- 


rection, Aſcenſion, and likewiſe of the Efficacy of 


the. all-powerful Interceſſion of their once cruci- 
fied, but now exalted Loa p; not only ſubſtantial 
and inconteſtible, but at the ſame time entirely 
ſuitable to the nature of his Miſſion, who 


in the days of his fleſh by his doctrines and 


miracles declared, that his only defign in 


coming into our world, was to fave ſinners. 


Upon this rock, namely, an experimental 
manifeſtation and application of his Divinity to 
the renewed heart (which fleſh and blood, 
human Reaſon, vain Philoſophy, moral Suaſion, 


or any, or all barely external evidence whatſoever 


cannot reveal) hath he built, doth he now build, 
and will continue to build his church; and there- 
fore it is that the gates, neither the power or 
12 of hell, ſhall ever be able to prevail againſt 
By the influence of this almighty AR hath 
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he promiſed to be with his miniſters and people, 
even to the end of the world. And agreeable to 
this, hath taught us daily to pray that his Kingdom 
may come; which being to be begun, carried on 


and completed, by one continued emanation of 


divine influence communicated to believers in the 
uſe of all appointed means, can alone enable us to 
do Gop's will on earth, with any degree of that 
unanimity, chearfulneſs, univerſality - and perſe- 
verance, as it is done by the holy angels above. 
And as this is the daily united prayer of the 
whole catholick Church, however diſtreſſed or 
diſperſed, and however varying as to citcum- 
ſtantials and non-eſſentials, over the whole earth; 

it followeth, that every addition of any individual 
monument of divine mercy, out of every 
nation, language or tongue, muſt be looked 
upon in part as an anſwer to the daily prayer 
of every individual belie ver under Heaven. 


Hence, no doubt, it is, that as the Angels are 
ſent forth to be miniſtring ſpirits, to miniſter to 
thoſe who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation, that there is 
ſaid to be joy in Heaven over every ſinner that 
repenteth. And as there is joy in Heaven, ſo in 
proportion as they riſe into the nature of Angels, 
will chere be joy alſo upon the ſame account 
amongſt good men on earth. Accordingly, the 
lively Oracles inform us, that when the Apoſtles 


and Brethren which were in Judea heard that the 


nalen alſo had e the word of God, they 
e glorified 


SE 
glorified Him, ſaying, Then hath Gop alſo 
ro- the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.” 


And conformably to this, we are told, that 

hen Barnabas came to Antioch, and ſaw the 
grace of Gop, he was glad.“ And why? Becauſe - 
he was-a good man, and full of the Holy Ghoſt 
and of faith. And as the ſame cauſe will always 
be productive of the ſame effect, perſons endued 
with the ſame benign and godlike diſpoſition with 
this good man, will always be glad when they ſee 
or hear of any ſcriptural marks or practical evi- 
dences of true and undefiled Religian, wrought in, 
or appearing upon any ſubje& of divine grace 
whatloever. And this joy mult neceſſarily rife, 
in proportion as ſuch ſubjects, either by their abi- 
lities or circumſtances, and ſituation in life, pro- 
miſe more important and extenſive uſefulneſs in 
the world and church of Gop. 


No wonder therefore, Reverend StR, that it hath 

gladdened the hearts of many, and afforded matter 
of uncommon joy and thankſgiving to the 
Father of mercies and God of all conſolation, to 
hear, that for ſome time paſt there hath been a 
more than common religious concern and zeal for 
promoting their own and others ſalvation among 
ſome of the Sons of the Prophets. What a 
| pleaſing proſpect hath hereby been opened of a 
future bleſſing to the riſing generation! A bleſiing, 
which we well hoped, would be not leſs ſalutary and 


beneficial to the moral, than the new cruſe of 
Co fie. 


6 
falt, which the prophet Eliſha, hen complaint 
was made that the water -was naught and the 
ground barren, caſt into the ſpring of waters, 


with a Thus ſaith the Loa p, I have healed theſe 
waters, was to part of the natural world. There 


fhall not be from thence, ſays the Prophet, 
any more death or barren land: So the 
waters were healed unto this day.” 


But alas! how is this general joy damped, and 
the pleaſing proſpect almoſt totally eclipſed, by 
2 late melancholly ſcene exhibited in that very 
place from whence, as from a fountain, many of 
their preachers frequently and expreſly pray, that 
pure ſtreams may for ever flow to water the city 
of the living Gob? You need not be told, 
Reverend Sm, what place I mean. It was the 
famous Univerſity of Oxford. Nor need I men- 
tion the fcene exhibited; it was a tribunal, a 
viſitatorial tribunal, erected in Edmund Hall 
fix pious Students, who promiſed to be the ſalt of 
the earth, and lights of the world, entire friends 
to the Doctrines and Liturgy of our Church, by 
a Citation previouſly fixed upon the College door, 
were ſummoned to appear before this tribunal. 
They did appear; and, as ſome were pleaſed to 
term it, were tried, convicted, and to clofe the 
fcene, in the Chapel of the ſame Hall, confecrat- 
ed and ſet apart for nobler purpoſes, had the ſen- 
tence of Expulſion ne read and pronounced 
| againſt them. a 


So ſevere a ſentence, 40 an age when almoſt 


exery kind of proper diſcipline is held wich ſo lax 
a rein, 
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a rein, hath naturally excited a curiofity in all 
that have heard of it, to inquire what noraBlle 
crime theſe delinquents may have been guilty of, 
to deſerve ſueh uncommonly rigorous treatment. 
But how will "their curioſity be turned into indig · 
nation, when they ate told; that they were thus 
rigorouſly handled for doing no evil at-all, and 


that no fault could be found bozhem, fave in thes- 
Wr F-1 bio [1 


It is true indeed; one article a lere 
was, of that ſome of them were of Trades be- 
6 fore they entered into the Univerſity, 6. 
what evil. or crime worthy of expulſion can 
there be in that? To becalled frotn any, though” 
the meaneſt mechanic employ, to the ſtudy or | 
the liberal arts, where a natural Genius hath been 
given, Was, never yet looked upon as a reproach 
to, or diminution, of, any great and public 
character whatſoever. Profane Hiſtory affords us 
a; variety of examples of the greateſt | Heroes who 
have been fetched even from the plough, to com- 
mand armies, and perform the greateſt exploits 
for their Country's good. And if we examine 
ſacred Hiſtory, we ſhall find, chat even David, C 
after he was anointed King, looked back with 
ſweet complacence to the rock from whengg, he 
was hewn, and i is not aſhamed to leave qt upon re- 
cord, that Gop took him away from the ſheep- 
folds, as he. was following the ewes. great with, 
young ones; (as though he loved to repeat it) he 
took him, ſays he, that he might feed Jacob his 
people, and Iſrael his inheritance. 


But 


181 


But why * I af David? When Tia 
of i 10 Natizrerh, David's LorD, and. David's 
KN o, had for his reputed. father a . Carpene 
ter, and in all probability (as it was a common 
proverb among the Jews, that © he. that did 
* not teach his ſon a Trade, taught him to be 
<a" Thief ;“) worked at the trade of a Carpenter 
himſelf? For this indeed he was reproach- 
ed and maligned : Is not this, ſaid they, 
the Carpenter s ſon ? Nay, Is not this the Car- 
penter? But who, were thoſe, maligners ? The 
greateſt enemies to the power of godlineſs the 
world ever ſaw ; the Scribes and Phariſees ; that 
generation of vipers, as John the Baptiſt calls 
them, ho upon every occaſion were ſpitting out 
their venom, and ſhooting forth their arrows, 
even bitter words, againſt that ſon of man, even 
that ſon of Gop, who, to diſplay his ſovereignty, ; 
and confound the wiſdom of the worldly wiſe, 
choſe poor Fiſhermen to be his Apoſtles ; and 
whoſe chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, though bred up 
at the fret of Gamaliel, both before and after us 


S A ALC v- ad 


bands, and worked at the trade of a Tent: maker, | 


5012533; 


lm ſuch exalted and more diffynt; we de- 
ſcend to me modern inferior characters, we 
ſhall Had, that very late, not to ſay our preſent 
times, Furniſh us with inſtances of ſome, even of 
our Dignitaries, who have been called from Trades 
that tended to belp and feed the body, hot only 

he tas . 1 4 : ro 
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to higher employs of a ſpiritual nature, but even 
to preſide over thoſe that are entruſted with the 
cure of ſouls. And who knows but ſome of, 
theſe y young Students, though Ori: ginally mecha- 
nics, if they had been ſuffered to have purſued. 
their ſtudies, might have either climbed after 
them to ſome pet in the Church, or been. 
advanced to ſome office in that Univerſity from 
which they are now expelled? One of the pre- 
tent, revexend and worthy Proctors, we are told, 
was formerly a- Lieucthant/in the Army; and as 
ſuch a military employ was no impediment to his: 
being a Miniſter or Proctor, it may be preſumed, 
that being formerly of Trades could have been 
no juſt impediment to theſe young mens becoming 
in proceſs of time true Goſpel · Miniſters and es 
Soldiers of Jesus CHrrsT,: | 


Their being accuſtomed to prayer, becher with 
or without a form, I humbly apprehend, would by 
no means diſqualify them for the private or public 
diſcharge of any part of their miniſterial function. 
« In that day, that Goſpel:day, (theſe laſt days 
wherein we Jive) ſaith the great Gop, I will pour 
out a Spiricof grace and a Spirit of ſupplication upon 
the houſeof David, and upon the inhabitants of Je 
ruſalem.” And the Apoltle Paul ſpeaks of it as the 
common privilege of all Believers, that the H 
Spirit helps their infirmigggy and make ia 
teſſion for them with groantngs which not be 
uttered. - Forms of prayer, certainly, have their 


ule ; and take it altogether, our Engliſh Liturgy 


is, without doubt, one of the moſt excellent 
= eſtahliſhed 


[ 10 * 

eſtabliſhed forms of public prayer in the world: 
but then, as no form in the very nature of the 
thing, can poſſibly ſuit every particular caſe, it is 
to be feared that many mult never pray, at leaſt 
for the particular things they moſt ſtand in need 
of, if they are ſo to be tied up to their forms, 
that they cannot vary from them, « or | uſe free 
prayer at all. | 


The great Biſhop Wilkins hath. therefore 
wiſely wrote an excellent Treatiſe on the benefit 
and importance of this kind of prayer: and 
could our Univerſity - youth be trained up to 
uſe proper extempore prayer, both before and 
after Sermon, in the opinion of all good 
judges, it would be as commendable, as that 
ſtrange cuſtom of putting off our auditories 
with what is called the bidding. prayer; in; which 
there is not one petition for a bleſſing upon the fol- 
lowing Sermon, and ſcarce any thing mentioned 
but what hath been prayed for over and over again 
in the preceding common ſervice of our church. 


But ſuppoſing ſuch liberty ſhould be denied 
in public, as bleſſed be Gop it is not, furely 
we may be allowed, at leaſt it cannot be deem- 
ed ſinful, to uſe free prayer in our fcret 
ors private ſocial exerciſes of derotion. If ſo, 
what ſigners, what, great ſinne's thult they 
have been, who prayed,” and that to out of ne- 
ceſſity, in an extempore way, before any forms 
of prayer were or could be printed or heard of? 
| The prayers we read _ in ſcripture, the prayers 
which 


[12 } 
which opened and ſhut heaven, the effectual, fer- 
vent, energetic prayers of thoſe righteous and holy 
men of old, which availed fo much with God, were 


all of an extempore nature. And] am apt to believe, 


if not only our Students and Miniſters, but private 
Chriſtians, were born from above, and taught of 
Gop, as thoſe wreſtlers with Gop were, they 
would want Forms of Prayer, though we have 
ſoch a vatiety of them, no more chan 1 they did. 


The Sick, the Lame, the Blind, the Lepers that | 


earne to our Load for healing, wanted no book 
to teach them how to expreſs their wants. Thougk 
ſome were only poor Beggars, and others, as the 
ſelf- righteous Scribes and Phariſees fuperciliouſly 
choſe to term them, Gentile dogs, yet conſcious 
of their wants, and having a heart-felt ſenſe of 


their diſtreſs, out of the abundance of their 


hearts their mouths ſpake; and the compaſſion- 
ate IMMANUEL, who came to heal our ſickneſſes 
and bear our infirmities, ſent them away with 
a Go in peace, thy faith hath made thee 
whole: Be it unto thee even as thou wilt.“ | 


How unlike, yea how very _ unlike ſuch a 


bleſſed diſmiſſion is the treatment theſe young 
Students have lately met with at Edmund Hall, 
who, amongſt other crimes of a like nature, were 
expelled for uſiag extempore prayer. A crime 


not ſo much as mentioned in any of our Law- 
Books ; a crime for which, in this laſt century 
at leaſt, no one hath ever been called ro the bar 

C2 of 


EN] 
of any public court of juchcature: ; and a crime for 
which, it is to be hoped,” no Student will ever 
hereafter be ſummoned to appear and hear himſelf 
expelled for, at the bar of any of the reverend 
| Doctors of. Divinity or Heads of  FIOURRY' in the 


e 


fatuated'a as to Aetermine, Jehu' lle, to drive on 
thus furiouſly, as Judgment” hath vunhappily be- 
gun, as it were, at the very houſe of God, it is 


to be hoped, that as ſame have been expelled for 
extempore praying. we ſhall hear of Tome” few 


others of a contrary ſtamp, being expelled for 
extempore ſwearing, which by all impartial Judges 
mult undoubtedly be acknowledged” to be the 
greater crime of the two. 


Singing, compoſing, or reading Hymns compoſ- 
ed by others, and doing this in company, ſeems to 
be as lietle criminal as praying extempore. When the 
laſt words of David ate about to be recorded, he is 
not only ſtiled, the ſon of Jeſſe, the man whowas 
raiſed up on high, the anointed of the Gopof Jacob,“ 
but the grand title of being the ſweet Pfalmift 
of Iſrael” brings up the rear. And « to teach 
and admoniĩſh one another in pſalms, and hymns, 
and ſpiritual fongs;” is as truly a ſcriptural com- 
mand, as Thou ſhalt love the Lon p thy Gor 
with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with 
al thy mengen and thy nn as t 


Whey Eliſha the Prophet, was about 0 prophe- 
ſy before two kings, he called, for a minſtrel, on 
which he played, to ſooth his ruffled paſſions, 

and 
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and prepare his heart the better for the reception 


of the Holy Spirit. And were the Sons of the 


Prophets more frequently to entertain themſelves 
thus, I believe it would be as ſuitable to the 
miniſterial. character, and recommend them as 
much, perhaps more, to all ſerious Chriſtians, 
than their tripping up their heels, ſkipping and 
dancing at the muſic of a Ball-room, or playing 


even a firſt Fiddle at a concert. And was the 


voice of ſpiritual melody more frequently heard by 
thoſe who come occaſionally to viſit our Colleges, 
it might be as much to the honour of the 
Univerſity, as the more common and too, 
too frequent noiſe of Box and Dice, at the un- 
lawful games of Hazard and Back. gammon. 


Popiſh countries, Popiſh ſeminaries, think it no 
ſhame, no diſgrace to be heard ſinging the high 


praifes of their Gop in their Convents, their 


Houſes, or even in their Streets; and why Proteſ- 
tants in general, and Proteſtant Students in parti- 
cular, ſhould be any more aſhamed of, or reſtrained 


from the free exerciſe of ſuch acts of devotion, 


either in ſecret or in private ſocieties, no good 
reaſon can be given ; unleſs it be proved to be 
good reaſoning to aſſert, that Proteſtants ought 
to be leſs devout than Papiſts. We muſt confeſs 
that Papiſts, though they take this liberty of 
| ſinging and chanting privately and publicly them- 


ſelves, yet deny this liberty of conſcience to our 


Proteſtant aſſemblies, thoſe attending divine wor- 


ſhip at our Ambaſſidor's chapels not excepted. 
But 


14 ] 
But for erte gg it themſelves, and at 
the ſame time lay as it were a ſpiritual embargo. 
upon their fellow Proteſtants, nay puniſh and, 
expel them. for lo doing, is very unaccountable, | 


Thy 


What ſpirit then mul thoſe be of, Reverend I 
who have lately joined in pronouncing the ferntnce. 
al expulſion againſt {ix religious Students, not only 
for having bren of Trades, and praying extempore, 
but tor reading, and ſinging Hymns alſo? His, 
Royal ;Highnels.the late Duke of Cumberland, 
was of a very diff-rent diſpoſition, for when abroad. 
in Germany, in onę of our late wars, (as I was, 
informed by a perſon then on guard) hearing obe 
evening as he was, paſſing by, a company of ſol- 
diers ſinging at ſome lictle diſtance in a cave, he 
aſked the centinel what noile that was; and being 
anſwered that ſome devout ſoldiers, were ſinging 
Hymns ; inſtead of citing them to appear before. 
their Officers, ordering them to the, whip-, 
ping. poſt, or commanding them to be drummed. 
out of the regiment ; acting like himſelf, he only. 
plealingly replied, Are they ſo? Let them go on 
then, and be as merry as they can. In this he 
acted wiſely ; for he knew, and found by repeated. 
experience, as didother commanding officers, that 
ſinging, '-nay,, and praying extempore too, in 
theſe private focieties, did not hinder, but rather 
fitted and ani mated theſe devour Soldiers to engage, 
and to fight. their Country's battles in the field. 
And. it may, be preſumed, that if theſe Students 


25 had not * i for aging Hymns, and 
e 4; | praymg 


1 (is 1 

prying g extempore,, they creainly would not "have 
en leſs, but in all probability much better prepar- 
ed for handling the ſword of the Spirit, the Word of 
Gon, and figbting therewith, either from the Preſs 

or the Pulpit, the battles of the Logp of hoſts. | 
1c] 
To ſee or Nees ſuch Hives mie treated 
Aich tepruach, aod ſpoken of with contempt 
by common and open blaſphemers, is bad. 
but that any who came on purpoſe to be 
trained up for the ſatred work of the Miniſtry; 
ſnould be looked on as criminal, and expelied a 
Univerſity for being ſometimes employcd in 
them, is roo {4d a proof nat only that our gold 
is become dim, and our ſine gold chauged; 
but that our very foundations ate out of courte,?'! 
What then muſt the righteeus do??? 


What indeed, but weep and lament. — 
and lament indeed they muſt, eſpecially hen chey 
hear further, that meeting in a religious ſociety giv- 
ing a word of exhortation, or expounding and coin+ 
menting a little now and then upon ſome portion 
of ſcripture, are not the leaſt of theſe accuſations 
for which ſome of theſe young worthies had the 
ſentence of expulſion pronounced againſt chem. Te 


It is recorded in the Old Teſtament, chat in a 
degenerate age, thoſe that feared the Log 
ſpake often one to. another that the Lonb 
hearkened and heard, and that a book of remem- 
brance was written before him for thole that feared 
the. Logo, and. thought on his name : and they 


thall. be mine in that day, faith the Logo, when I 
make 
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make up my Jewels ; J and I will ſpare them as a 
man ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth him.” 'Thus 
it was in the Old Teſtament times. Nor are ſuch 
meetings mentioned with leſs approbation in the 
New: for therein, in order that we may hold the 
| profeſſion of our faith without wavering, we are 
commanded to confider one another, to pro- 
voke unto love and to good works ; not forſaking 
the aſſembling ourſelves together, but exhorting 
one another, and ſo much the more, as we fee 
the day approaching. Nay,” one immediate 
conſequence of that grand effuſion of the Hoy 
Ghoſt on the day of Pentecoſt, we are told, was 
this, namelv, that they who gladly received 
the word, and were baptized, continued ſtedfaſt 
in the Apoſtles doctrine, in fellowſhip, in break- 
ing of bread, and in prayer.” This is a ſhort, 
bur-withal a full and bleſſed account of the firſt 
truly apoſtolic primitive Church; and we may 
venture to affirm, that as we are more or leſs par- 
takers of a true apoſtolic primitive ſpirit, ſuch 
kind of religious or fellow ſhip- meetings, will in 
proportion increaſe or decreaſe among us. Io 
talk therefore, or write, or preach againſt, or 
either by private perſuaſion or open violence to 
oppoſe or endeavour to ſuppreſs or diſcountenance 
ſuch kind of religious ſocieties, is flying, as it 
were,, in the very face of the ſcriptures of truth, 


and of the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, 


2 


In all our charters granted by che crown, 


wher rein authority! is given to bodies corporate to 
- enact 
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enact laws, it is 2 with this limitation, 
namely, that no laws ſhall be enacted by 
ſuch bodies corporate contrary to the laws of 
the realm,, And as the Scriptures are our grand 
Codex Legum, and Magna Charia, in reſpect to our 
religious principles and practices, what affront 
muſt ye put upon our country in general, and 
the Church of England in particular, even by 
barely imagining that any law now exiſts that 
Prohibits any of her members from frequenting 
ſuch, . ſocieties . as have the divine authority 
and e ſo are ſtamped upon 
them? 18 


The private meetings that are in any wiſe deem- 
ed and,denpunced illegal, are fuch, and ſuch only, 
as are ſeditious, and compoſed of ſeditious per- 
ſons, who aſſociate, indeed under a pretence of 
Religion, but in reality to plot againſt the ſtate. 
The ſooner any that can be convicted of this are 
made to forſake the aſſembling themſelves to- 
gether, the better: and though compoſed of a 
threefold, three hundred fold, nay a three thou- 
ſand fold cord, no matter if, like the cords where- 
with the Philiſtines bound Samſon, they were 
immediately broken, But as nothing of this 
nature can with the leaſt ſhadow of truth be 
objected againſt the Meetings and Societies 
frequented by theſe Students, but quite the 
contrary urged in their favour, if Scripture and 
the practice of the primitive Chriſtians are to be 
our — they ought not only to be permitted, 
D but 


i 
but aan And encouraged by every true 
lover of our church and nation. 


And ſuppoſing in \ any ſuch religious ſociety one 
of them ſhould venture now and then to drop a word 
of Exhortation, or even attempt in a ſmall degree 

to open, expound, or enlarge upon ſome practical 
text of Scripture, how can even this be looked 
upon as illegal, much leſs ſinful or worthy of 
expulſion, when, I could almoſt ſay, it is a 
neceſſary preparation for the future ſervice of the 
ſanctuary? To be apt to teach, is one indiſ- 
penſible qualification required by Scripture either 
in a Biſhop. or Preſbyter, _ But how can this 
aptneſs or an habit of teaching be acquired without 
the exerciſe of previous acts? Or what buſineſs 
is there in the world, even from the loweſt 
mechanic, to the higheſt profeſſion amongſt us, 
(except that of Divinity) wherein Pupils, Clerks, 
nay common . Apprentices, are not by previous 
exerciſes trained up for a complete proficiency in 
their reſpective callings and occupations ?? 


Our all-wiſe Maſter, we "= ſent his Diſciples 
on ſhort excurſions, before He gave them the more 
extenſive commiſſion to go into all the world: 
and were our Students in general, under proper 
limirations, to be thus exerciſed and employed, 
while they are keeping Terms at the Univerſity, 
or among their poor neighbours in the country, 
when they, return home in time of Vacation, they 


would not turn out ſuch meer novices, or make 
| fuch 


19.1. 

ſuch awkward figures, as too many raw creatures 
do when they make their firſt appearance in the 
pulpit. I remember, above thirty years ago, 
after ſome young Students had been viſiting the 
ſick and impriſoned, and had been giving a word 
of exhortation in a private houſe, that upon meet- 
ing the Ordinary and Miniſter of the pariſh in 
their return to College, they frankly told him 
what they had been doing; upon which, he 
turned to them, and ſaid, . Gop bleſs you: I wiſh 
we had more ſuch young, curates.” A milder, and 
therefore a more chriſtian ſentence this, than that 


of a late expulſion for the very ſame ſuppoſed 


crimes and miſdemeanors, 


As for the reports of theſe young Students 
being accuſed or condemned for barely being 
acquainted with, or occaſional viſitors of ſome 
of the moſt laborious pains - taking worthy 
pariſh-miniſters in England, it is almoſt al- 
together incredible. And yet the ſtanders-by, as 
well as the ſuppoſed Culprits themſelves, as we 
are informed, aver this to be real matter of fact: 
attended with this melancholly aggravation, that 
they were hiſſed at, puſhed about, and treated in 
a manner that the vileſt criminal is not allowed to 
be treated, either at the Old-Baily, or any Court 
of juſtice in the kingdom. We are likewiſe told, 
that a copy of their indictment was aſked for, but 
denied them. And not only ſo, but that one, 
from whoſe polite behaviour in the worldly walk, 
better things might have been expected, was 
Wo dts _— "—— 
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heard to ſay, as he came out of Chapel, to their 
grand Accuſer, after ſentence of expulſion was 
pronounced, that he would have the thanks of 
the whole Univerſity for that day's work. 


Pudet bæc opprobria nobis 
3 Et dlici potuiſſe, et non potuiſſe refelll. 


What thanks, Reverend Six, he may meet with 
from the whole Univerſity, I know not; but one 
thing I know, namely, that he will receive no 
thanks for that day's work from the . innumerable 
company of Angels, the general aſſembly of the 
Firſt-born, which are written in Heaven; or 
from Gop the judge of all, in that day when 
Jesus, the Mediator of the New Covenant ſhall 
come in his on glory, in the glory of the Father, 
and his holy angels, and gather in his elect from 
all the four corners of the world.” 


But, Reverend Six, may we not preſume to hope 
that this voluntary ſpeaker for the whole Univerſity; 
whoever he be, it maketh no matter to me, was 
ſomewhat out and miſtaken in his calculation: 
For it ſeems not above three or four Doctors, if ſo 
many, were preſent at, at leaſt ſat as judges at 
this extraordinary tribunal. The worthy Provoſt 
of Queen's, (and undoubtedly many other worthy 
Heads of Houſes, were, and are like minded) 
was for preſcribing more lenient methods: and 
all are glad to hear that theſe young Students wor- 
thy Principal, who muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed 

| | to 
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to be the beſt judge of theit principles, practices, 
and qualifications, boldly ſtood up in their de- 
fence, aſſerted their innocence, confronted their 
accuſers, and brought in books to vindicate both 
their principles and conduct. But how this wor- 
thy Principal, as well as pupils, were treated, 
is beſt known to thoſe who had an — 
hand in all. 


However, as the Holy Ghoſt hath left it upon 
record, to the honour of Nicodemus, that he 
ſtood up in defence of dur Loxp before the whole 
| Jewiſh Sanhedrim, and was not conſenting to his 
death, ſo wherever this act of expulſion is recorded 
(and recorded it will be, even to lateſt poſterity) 
it will be mentioned to the honour of Doctor 
Dixon, (and for acting thus he will have the 
thanks of all moderate; ſerious, ſober- minded 
Chriſtians in the three kingdoms) that he had no 
hand in, but did all he poſſibly could to prevent 
theſe young mens expulſion. An expulſion for 
Articles of [Impeachment to which indeed the ac- 
cuſed pleaded guilty ; but for Articles which 
(wherever hereafter they may be called to miniſter 
in holy things) will be their beſt teſtimonial 3 
and their expulſion for holding and confeſſing 
thoſe Articles, the ſtrongeſt letters of recom- 


mendation. 


How theſe young worthies are now to be dif- 
poſed of, or how they will diſpoſe of themſelves, 
as it was not ſo much as hinted that they had the 


leaſt 
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leaſt connection with me, is not my buſineſs to 
inquire. But ſurely ſuch an expulſion as this 
cannot deter them from purſuing their prepara- 
tions for their miniſterial calling: friends they 
cannot want, becauſe © he is faithful who hath 
promiſed that whoſoever forſaketh ' father or 
mother, houſes or lands, for his ſake or the goſ- 
pel's, he ſhall have an hundred fold in this life, 
with perſecution, and in the world to come 
life everlaſting.” - But if any act fo daſtardly 
as to make unſcriptural conceſſions, or be ter- 
rified by unſcriptural, and therefore mere bruta 
fulmina, if they were of Trades before, the 
ſooner they return again to their trades the 
better: for it is to be . ſuch cowards would 
only make a trade of the Miniſtry if they were 
admitted into the Church, and the fewer of ſuch 
kind of tradeſmen our church is troubled with, 


the ſafer ſhe will be. 


But what a mercy is it, Reverend Six, that we 
live under a free Government, under a King whoſe 
Royal Grandfather repeatedly declared (and he was 
as good as his word through a long and glorious 
reign) that there ſhould be no Perſecution in his 
time; and under a King who in his firſt moſt 
gracious and never-to be-forgotten Speech from 
the throne, gave his people the ſtrongeſt aſſuran- 
ces © that it was his fixt purpoſe, as the beſt means 
to draw down the divine favour on his reign, to 
countenance and encourage the practice of true 

- Religion 
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Religion and Virtue, and maintain the Toleration 
inviolable.” 


That both Students and common People 
will be in danger of being tempted by ſuch 
violent proceedings to put themſelves under 
the act of Toleration, may eaſily be foreſeen ; 
and it may as eaſily be gueſſed how ſuch treat- 
ment will; neceſſarily diſcourage ſerious people 
from ſending their ſons to the Univerſity, at leaſt 
to the Univerſity of Oxford; and at the ſame 
time furniſh them with a new argument for en- 
tering their youth in ſome of our diſſenting 
Academies, where they will be in no danger, it 
is preſumed, of being expelled for ſinging 
Hymns, ſpeaking a little now and then in a re- 
ligious Society, or uſing extempore Prayer. 


Alas! alas! what a diſadvantageous point of 
light muſt all concerned in ſuch an extraordinary 
ſtretch of Univerſity-diſcipline ſtand in among all 
foreign Univerſities whatſoever ? In what point 
of light it will be viewed by our eccleſiaſtical 
Superiors at home a very little time will diſcover. 
Nay, it is to be feared, the diſcovery is made 
already: for by a Letter dated ſo lately as 
March 29, it appears that a certain venerable 
Society on account of ſome circumſtances that 
have lately happened (probably the circumſtances 
of a late expulſion) are under a neceſſity of coming 
to a reſolution to accept of no recommendation 
for perſons to go abroad as Miſſionaries, but ſuch 
as 
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as have had a literary Education, and have been 
bred up with a deſign to dedicate themſelves tg 
the Miniſtry.” This reſolution ſeems to be taken 
in order the better to prevent any of theſe caſt-outs 
or any other laymen, however otherwiſe well 
qualified and recommended, -from applying to 
the Society for Holy Orders, that they may be em · 
ployed and ſent abroad as Miſſionaries. Burt to what 
2 {ad dilemma will many ſerious perſons be hereby 
reduced? They muſt not, by ſuch reſolutions it 
ſeems, be allowed to be Lay-Preachers, and 'yet 
if ſent by their friends to the Univerſity to purſue 
their ſtudies, in order that they may be regularly 
and epiſcopally ordained, if they fing Hymas, 
pray extempore, or give a word of exhortation 
in a religious Society, though entirely made up 
of the members of the Eſtabliſhed. church, they 
mult be 1% facto expelled for ſo doing. O tem- 
pora! O mores! If matters proceed in this 
channel, what ſtamp, Reverend Sin, may we ſup- 
poſe our future Miſſionaries to the Iſlands and 
Conti nent will be of? To my certain knowledge 
all of them are not Jooked upon as very burning 
and ſhining lights already. But if what little light 
of true Religion ſome may have, is to be thus 
damped by acts of expulſion before they leave the 
Vaiverſty, and even this little light, as far as lies in 
the power of man, is to be thus turned into total 
darkneſs, how great mult that darkneſs be! Surely 
it malt be worſe than Egyptian darkneſs ; a dark- 
nals that will be moſt deplorably felt by all true 


lovers 
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lovers of our c common ſalvation both at home and 
abroad, | 


You — 75 not be 8 Reverend Guns that 
a deſign for the eſtabliſhment of Epiſcopacy 
in our lands and Plantations, hath been Jong 
upon the tapis ; and that it hath been, in part at 
leaſt, the ſubject of annual Sermons for ſeveral 
years laſt paſt, No longer ago than in the year 
1766, the preſent Biſhop of Landaff inſiſted upon 
the neceſſity ' and expediency of it in the moſt 
explicit manner; nay, his Lordſhip carries the 
matter ſo far as to aſſure us, that this point, 
namely, the eſtabliſhment. of Epilcopacy, being 
obtained, the American church will go out ke 
its infant ſtate-; be able to ſtand upon its own 
legs, and, without foreign help ſupport and fpread 
itſelf: and then, adds his Lordthip, this ſociety 
will have been brought to the happy iſſue intend- 
ed. Whether theſe aſſertions of his Lordſhip, 
when weighed in a proper ballance, will not in 
ſome degree be found wanting, is not for me ta 
determine. But ſuppoſing. the reaſoning to be 
juſt, and his Lordſhip's aſſertions true, then 1 
fear it will follow, that a Society, which ſince 
its firſt inſtitution hath been looked upon as a 
Society for propagating the Goſpel, bath been all 
the while rather a Society for propagating Epiſ- 
copacy in foreign parts: and if ſo, and if it 
ever ſhould appear that our Right Reve- 
rend Archbiſhops and Biſhops do in the leaſt 
countenance and encourage the unſcriptural pro- 
F. ceedings 
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ceedings at Edmund Hall, how muſt it increaſe 
the prejudices of our Coloniſts, both in the Iſlands 
and on the Continent, againſt the eſtabliſhment 
of Epiſcopacy ! That perſons of all ranks, from 
Quebec down to the two Floridas, are at this 
time prejudiced, and more than prejudiced againſt 
it, is very notorious; but how will the very 
thought of the introduction of Lords Biſhops 
even make them ſhudder,” if their Lordſhips 
ſnould think proper to countenance the expulſion 
of fuch worthy and truly religious Students, 
whilſt thoſe who have no religion at all perhaps, 
may not only meet with countenance, but obs pon 
bation and applauſe ? 


Beſides, if ſuch proceedings ſhould be con- 
tinued, (which Gop forbid) what little credit 
may we ſuppoſe will hereafter be given to ſu- 
ture Univerſity-Teſtimonials, namely, that the 
bearers of them have behaved ſtudiouſly, ſo- 
berly, and” provsLY z/ and how mult we in time 
be put under a diſagreeable neceſſity of having a 
new, or at leaſt altering ſome part of our preſent 
moſt excellent Ordination - office? As it now 
ſtands one of the Queſtions propoſed to every 
candidate for Holy Orders runs thus: Do you 
truſt that you are inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt?“ But if all Students are to be expelled 
that ſing Hymns, pray extempore, attend upon, 
or ex pound a verſe now and then in a religious 
church of England Society, ſhould it not rather, 


Reverend Sm, be — thus, namely, Do 
ye 
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ye truſt that ye are vor inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt to take upon you the office and ad- 
miniſtration of the church? | 


You will excuſe this freedom, Reverend su, 
| Agitur de vitd et ſanguine qual. N 


Love to Gop, love to mankind in general, and 
love to that Univerſity, that alma mater where I 
had the honour of being educated, and, what is 
infinitely more, where 1 had the happineſs of 
receiving the Spirit of Gon in my OY: 
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together conſtrain me; - 


The news of theſe young mens elde 
made, and will make the ears of all that have 
heard, or hear of it, to tingle: and there» 
fore if ſome do not ſpeak, and uſe great plainneſs 
of ſpeech too, the very ſtones would; as it were, 
cry out againſt us,—ln reſpe& to myſelf, Reve- 
rend Sa, I hope, in taking the freedom of 
troubling you with this, I do not juſtly incurr the 
cenſure of acting as a buſy-body in other mens 
matters. For, whatever other pretences may be 
made, ſuch as diſqualification in reſpect to learn- 
ing, age, being of trades, &c. &c. &e.-(Nage 
tricægue calendæ) it is nototious and obvious to all 
intelligent perſons, that the grand cauſe of theſe 
young mens expulſion was this, namely, that 
they were either real or reputed MzTHoDISTS: 


An — this indeed unwittingly put on Metho- 
E 2 diſts, 
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diſts,- whoever or whatever they be, ſince ſcarce 
any inow=a - days: can pray extempore, ſing 
Hymns, go to Church or Meeting, and abound 
in other acts of Devotion, but they muſt be im- 
mediately dubb'd Methodiſts— ſay, dubb' d 
Methodiſts; for it is not a name given to them 
by themſelves, but was impoſed on them by ſome 
of their fellow Students and eee in the 
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i Lathe it fo. ron 3 tha you 
. that I am one of theſe 
Methodiſts; and bleſſed be Gov ] have had the 
honour of being one of them for about thirty-five 
years. If this is to be vile, may I be more vile! 
If this he my ſhame, upon the, moſt mature and 
ſericus reflection I really glory in it. But then 
leſt any more innocent Youths ſhould hereafter 
ſuffer barely. for the imputation of a nick-name, 
give me leave ſimply and honeſtly to inform you, 
Reyerend Six, and through you the whole Uni. 
verſity, what not barely a reputed, but a real 
Methodiſt is: He is one of thoſe whom Gop 
hath: choſen in CHRIS out of mankind to bring 
them by CHRIST to everlaſting ſalvation, as 
veſſels made to honour. Wherefore they, which 
be endued with ſo excellent a benefit of Gor, be 
called according to Gop's purpoſe by his Spirit 
working in due ſeaſon: they, through grace, 
ohey the, calling: they be juſtified freely : they be 
made the ſons of Gap by adoption: they be 
made like the image of his only begotten ſon 
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Jesus Cuk isr: they walk religiouſly in good 
works; and at length, by God's merey, they at- 
tain everlaſting felicity.” This is the true por- 
traiture of 2 Methodiſt, drawn at full length, 
drawn to the very life, and that too not by an 
ignorant modern dauber, but by thoſe good old 
ſkilful ſcriptural limners, Cx Ax MER, Larne, 
Rol, in the xviith Article of our Church; 
an Article that deſerves to be written in letters of 
gold; and yet, for holding of this very Artiele in 
its litteral grammatical - ſenſe, - agreeable” to his 
ſubſcription at the time of matriculation, one of 
theſe young Students, as we have been informed, 
was expelled.” If our information be wrong in 
this or any other reſpect, the nation may ſoon be 
ſet right by an authentic r 175 the N 
Judicial Proceedings. | 


If you ſhould decke, Reverend Six, a 
definition of Methodiſm itſelf, as well as of a 
Methodiſt, you may eaſily be gratified It 
is no more nor leſs than Faith working by 
love = A holy method of living and dying, 
to the glory of Gop It is an univerſal 
morality, founded upon the love of Gop ſhed 
abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt :* or, to 
keep to the exact terms made uſe of in the laſt 
Collect of our excellent Liturgy, it is the grace 
of our Lord Jtsvs Cn K isr, the love of Gov, 
and the fellowſhip of the HoLy Guosr; which 
we cannot go to church or chapel on Sandays, 
Holidays, or other common days, without pray- 

ing, 
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If this be Enthuſuſm,” the true Meths: 
diſts confeſs ' themſelves to be Enthuſiaſts. But 
then, they humbly apprehend, that they cannot 
with any juſt propriety of ſpeech be termed 
modern Enthuſiaſts; for it is an Eothuſiaſm 
which our bleſſed Load, in that prayer which 
he put up when He was about to take his 
fare wel of his Diſciples, and which is a pattern 
of that all-prevailing Interceſſion which He is 
now making at the right hand of Gop, moſt 
earneſtly inſiſts upon, and demands that all his 
diſciples may be poſſeſſed of: Father, ſaid he, 
J will that thoſe whom thou haſt given me, may 
be with me where Jam; that they may be one 
with me, even as thou, O Father, and I are one: 
I in them, and they in me, that they all may be 
made perfect in one.” An Enthuſiaſm with . 
which Peter and John were fired, when Annas 
the high-prieſt, and Caiaphas, and John, and 
Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred 
of the high-prieſt, ſeeing their boldneſs, and per- 
ceiving that they were unlearned and ignorant 
men, marvelled, and took knowledge of them 
that they had been with Jesus. An Enthuſiaſm 
with which the Proto-Martyr Stephen was filled, 
when he cried, <* Ye ſtiff. necked and uncircum- 
ciſed in heart and ears, ye do always reſiſt the 
Holy. Ghoſt. An Enthuſiaſm which Ignatius, 
ſuppoſed by ſome to be one of thoſe little chil- 
dren 
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dren which the Lord Jesvs-rook up in his arms, 
was, abſorbed in, when he tiles himſelf a Bearer. 
of Gop ; and for witneſſing of which good con- 
feſſion, in order to cure him of this 'Enthuliaſm, 
was ordered by Trajan, the Roman Emperor, to 
be thrown to the Lions, An Enthuſiaſm for 
which Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer, thoſe 
glorious lights of the Reformation, thoſe ex- 
cellent compilers of our Liturgy, Articles, 
and Homilies, were burnt alive for, near Baliol 
college. And, to mention but one more too too 
recent an example, an Enthuſiaſm, for being only 
a little tinctured with which Six Students, on 
March 1 ith; in the Year of our Lord 1768, 
were publicly expelled in Edmund Hall chapel. 


But think you, Reverend Six, that this is the 
way to ſtop the progreſs of this Enthuſiaſm? Or 
rather, may we not imagine tl:at this very act of 
expulſion will be a means of furthering and pro- 
moting its progreſs far and near? To ſpeak my 
own thoughts, I am fully perſuaded, that if ſuch 
unſeriptural methods of ſtopping this Enthuſiaſm 
be purſued further, it will be only like cutting off 
the Lyrnean head; inſtead of one, an hundred will 


ſpring up. 


Indeed, if the Picture of modern Enthuſiaſts, 
drawn up and preſented to the public by your 
Right Reverend Diocefan, be a juſt and proper 


one, oppoſing at the ſame time the Methodiſts 
are 
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are theroby referred to, 25 matter how ſoon they 
are baniſhed out of the Univerſity, and out of the 
Church alſo : for his Lordſhip is pleaſed to tell 
vs that they act in direct oppoſition to the 
perverſe Phariſees of old; theſe aſcribed the 
works of the Holy Ghoſt to Beelzebub; and it is 
no uncommon thing for theſe modern Enthu- 
ſiaſts, adds his Lordſhip, to aſcribe the works of 
Beelzebub to the Holy Spirit.“ Surely his Lord- 


ſhip, by theſe modern Enthuſiaſts, cannot mean 


any who apply for Holy Orders, and profeſs be- 
fore men and angels, that they are inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon them the 
office and adminiſtration of the church;“ when 
the ſearcher of hearts knows that they are moved 
only by ſecular views and worldly hopes of pre- 
ferment ; this is indeed aſcribing the works of 


Beelzebub to the Spirit of Gop with a witneſs : 


or, to uſe the words of a no leſs learned, though 
leſs cenſorious Prelate, I mean the moderate 
Biſhop Burnett, it is a committing the horrid 


crime of Ananias and Saphira over again 3 it is 


lying, not only unto man, but unto Gor.” 


This is a modern kind of Enthuſiaſm, Reve- 
tend Six, which the true old Methodiſts always 
did, and I truſt always will abjure, deteſt and 
abhor. , If worldly church preferments had been 
their aim, ſome of them at leaſt might have had 
worldly ladders enough let down to them to 


climb up by: but having received a kind of 


Apoſtolical commiſſion at their Ordination, when 
thoſe 
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thoſe who profeſs themſelves lineal ſucceſſors of 
the Apoſtles, ſaid unto them, Receive ye the 
Holy Ghoſt now committed unto you by the 
impoſition of our hands :” they would fain keep 
up and maintain ſomething of the dignity of an 
apoſtolic character; and therefore without ever 
ſo much as deſigning to enter into any. political 
cabals, or civil or church factions whatſoever, 
without turning to the right hand or the left, or 
troubling the world with ſo much as one ſingle 
ſermon or pamphlet on the bare externals of Reli- 
gion; they have endeavoured to have but one 
thing in view, namely, to determine to think of 
nothing, to know nothing, and to preach, of 
nothing but Jesus CHRIST, and him crucified ; 
to ſpend and be ſpent for the good of ſouls, and 
to glory in nothing fave in the croſs of CHRIST, 
by whom the world is crucified unto them and 
they unto the world. * 


It is true, by thinking and acting thus, the 
Methodiſts have been, and it is preſumed always 
will be, charged and condemned by men of cor- 
rupt minds, as thinking and acting irregularly 
and diſorderly: But as ſuch a charge, in the very 
nature of. the thing, ſuppoſes a deviation from 
ſome ſettled ſtanding rule, they would humbly 
aſk wherein the irregularity and diſorderlineſs of 
this way of acting and thinking doth ſpecifically 
conſiſt? Is it irregular and diſorderly to be in- 


ſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon? Is it irregular 


and dilorderly to do what every Biſhop at the very 
F time 
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time of our being ordained Priefts poſitively tells 
us pertaineth to their office, namely, to ſeek 
after the children of Gop, ſcattered abroad in this 
naughty world ?” Is it irregular and diforderly 
after we have eſtabliſhed the truth of what we 
deliver in our ſermons by ſcripture proofs, fur- 
ther to confirm and illuſtrate them by repeated 
and particular quotations, taken from the Litur- 
gy, Articles, and Homilies of our Eſtabliſhed 
Church? Is it irregular and diforderly to fill her 
Pews, to crowd her Communion Tables, and to 
recommend a frequent and conftant devout at- 
tendance upon her public Offices and Services ? 
Or, ſuppoſing they ſhould, merely by caprice or 
prejudice, be denied the privilege of preaching 
within the Church, can it be juſtly termed irre- 
gular or diſorderly, at leaſt can it poſſibly be 
looked upon as criminal, . to preach 'the fame 
truths, to make uſe of the ſame kind of illuſtra- 
tions, to repeat the ſelf- ſame recommendations 
without the church walls, in the fields, or = 

other _ whatſoever ? 


The late candid Biſhop o of Lincoln, I am poll 
tive, did not think ſuch a way of acting alto- 
gether ſo very criminal: for in a charge given to 
his Clergy ſome years before his tranſlation to the 
See of Saliſbury, he told them to this effect, 
<« that they were not to look upon themſelves 
as Miniſters of a Plato, a Pythagoras, or any 
other Heathea Philoſopher, conſequently they 
were not to entertain cheir auditories with mere 
moral 
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moral harangues; but that they were to conſider 
themſelves as Miniſters of IE sus ChRIS FHF; and 


therefore if they would not preach the goſpel in 


the Church, they could not be juſtly angry if 
the poor people went out to hear it in a field.“ 
A charge this truly worthy of a ſober- minded, 
moderate, wiſe Biſhop of the church of England. 
For even in acting ſeemingly thus irregularly and 
diſorderly, theſe modern Enthuſiaſts only copy 
after the greateſt and brighteſt examples the 
world ever ſaw, and whoſe examples it is more 
than criminal not to follow or copy. after. Our 
bleſſed Lox p, when denied the uſe of the Syna- 
gogues, ſeeing the multitude, went up and choſe 
a mountain for his pulpit, and the heavens for hjs 
ſounding board. At other times he ſat by the 
ſea- ſide, nay, went into a ſhip and preached, 
whilſt the whole multitude ſtood on the ſhore. 
When Peter and John, that this kind of En- 
thuſiaſm might ſpread no further among the 
people, were ſtraitly threatened and commanded 
that they ſhould thenceforth ſpeak at all to no 
man in Crr1sT's name, they calmly yet boldly 
replied unto their threateners and commanders, 
„ Whether it be right in the ſight of Gop, to 
hearken unto you, - more than unto Gop, judge 
ye: For we cannot but ſpeak the things which 
we have ſeen and heard.“ A certain woman, 
named Lydia, a ſeller of purple, had her heart 
opened when the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
was preaching and praying by a river-ſide z and 
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Dionyſus the Areopagite, a woman named Dama- 
ris, and others, believed, and clave unto the 
ſame Apoſtle, from the nde they heard him 
preach in the midſt of Areopagus, or Mars hill. 
And we may ſuppoſe he was not leſs ſucceſsful 


when he was obliged by the angry Jews to preach 
in the ſchool of one Tyrannus. 


- T believe you will agree, Riveredid Six, that 
the venerable Fox and Bradford did not appear 
leſs venerable for preaching at Paul's croſs ; 
neither did I ever hear that Biſhop Latimer was 
looked upon as degrading his epiſcopal character, 
when he uſed to preach out in Cotten Garden 
Weſtminſter, and King Edward the ſixth, that 
Joſiah of his age, with ſome of his court, lean- 
ing on velvet cuſhions, looked out at the palace 
window to hear him. And J hereby appeal to the 
whole Univerſity, whether the Reverend Doctors 
of Divinity, Heads of Houſes, - Graduates 'or 
Under-Graduates, ever looked upon it as crimi- 
nal, or beneath the dignity of their place and 
ſtation, to ſit out in the open air on St John 
Baptiſt's day, to hear a Maſter of Arts preach 
from the ſtone pulpit in Maudlin College yard ; 
though for fear it may be they ſhould give fur- 
ther ſanction to field-preaching, they have lately 
thought proper to adjourn into the Chapel ? 


You-know, Reverend Six, who it was that, 
when thoſe who were bidden in a regular way 


refuſed to come to the wedding-ſupper, without 
aſking 


\ 
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aſking any one's leave for ſo doing, ſent forth 
ſome irregulars into the lanes and ſtreets of the 
city, into the highways and hedges, with that 
glorious encouraging commiſſion, not by fines and 
impriſonments, not by threats and expulſions, not 
by killing the body for the good of the ſoul, bur 
by filling their mouths with Goſpel arguments, 
backed with the all-powerful energy of the Holy 
Ghoſt, to compel poor, wandering, weary, heavy- 
laden ſinners to come in, Armed with this panoply 
divine, and, as they think, authoriſed by the 
ſame Lorp, ſome few of us continue to this day, 
amongſt ſmall and great, high and low, rich and 
poor, in Church or Chapel, in commons, ſtreets, 
fields, whenſoever or whereſoever divine Provi- 
dence opens a door, to teſtify repentance towards 
Gop and faith in our Lord Jesvs CHRISFH : and 
this not out of contempt of, or in oppoſition to 
the godly admonitions of our eccleſiaſtical ſuperi- 
ors, but becauſe “ the love of Car 1sT conſtraineth 
us,” and we think that a wo, a dreadful wo, 
awaits us if we preach not the Goſpel, Not that 
we are enemies to a decent or even epiſcopal con- 
ſecration, or ſetting apart Churches and Chapels 
for divine and holy worſhip : but we are more in- 
different about the reputed outward ſanctity of 
places, becauſe our Lob, with great ſolemnity, 
ſaid unto the woman of Samaria, Woman, be- 
lieve me, the hour cometh when ye ſhall neither 
in this mountain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, worſhip 


the Father : but the hour cometh, and now 1s, 
when 


f 
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when the true worſhippers ſhall - worſhip the 
Father in Spirit and in Truth, Hence we infer, 
that every place is then, and only then, properly 
called holy when, like the ground around the 
burning buſh, it is made holy by the divine pre- 
ſence of Him who ſpake to Moſes out of the 
buſh; or like. mount Tabor, which by. the 
Apoſtle Peter is called by way of emphaſis, the 
Holy Mount, becauſe himſelf and James and 
John, not only had upon that mount a. viſible 
outward manifeſtation, but alſo a bleſſed inward 
heart-felt ſenſe of the  Redeemer's excellent glory. 
It was undoubtedly this that made Peter break out 
into that exclamation :_ . Maſter, it is good for 
us to be here. And it was this that warmed, 
and-not only warmed, but conſtrained the enrap- 
rured Patriarch Jacob, when he had only the 
ground for his bed, the ſtones for his pillow, and 
the open firmament for his curtains and furniture, 
to break forth into that extatic language, How 
dreadful. is this place! this is no other than the 
houſe of Gop ; this is the gate of heaven.“ 


If then, Reverend Six, for this and fuch like 
things we are accounted irregular and diforderly, 
we are truly ſorry for it: — Sorry, but not upon 
our on accounts, having the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience that we act with a ſingle eye, and in 
direct conformity to the authority of the word of 
God: but we are ſorry barely on account of 
our impeachers and condemners, eſpecially, thoſe 
who being ſet apart for the miniſterial Office, and 
= loaded 
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Joaded with eccleſiaſtical preferments, preach very 
ſeldom, or not at all; or, if they do preach now 
and then, preach only as though they were barely 
reading wall- lectures, and ſeldom or ever ſo much 
as mention or quote the Homilies of our Church, 
though they have ſubſcribed to an Article which 
ſays, that « they contain a godly and wholeſom 
doctrine, and which judges them to be read in 
Churches by the miniſters diligently and r 
ly, that they may be underſtood of the people.” 
It is to be feared, that it is owing to ſuch irregu- 
larity and diforder as this, that when our people 
hear of our Articles or Homilies quoted by ſome 
few in the pulpit, that they are ready to cry out, 
« What new doctrine is this? Thou bringeſt 
certain ſtrange things to our ears:” At leaſt if 
it is not fo at home, I am ſure it is ſo abroad. 
Hence it was that about three years ago, after I 
had been preaching to a very large auditory in 
one of the moſt polite places on the Continent of 
America, and in preaching, as 's my uſual cuf- 
rom, had ſtrongly been recommending the book 
of Homilies, numbers were ſtirred up to go to 
the ſtores to purchaſe them: But upon inquiring 
after the book of Homilies, the Storekeeper, 
ſurprized at. the novelty of the word Homilies, 
begged leave to know what Muſlins they meant, 
and whether they were not Hummims. 


What a pity therefore is it, Reverend SIR, 
that the book of Homilies, which ought to be in 


every hand, and as common as our Common 
Prayer 
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Prayer Books, ſhould never yet have found a 
place in the large catalogue of books given away 
by the truly laudable Society for promoting Chriſ- 
tian Knowledge, though founded ſoon after the 
glorious Revolution. If this be not remedied 
ſome way or another, we ſhall very ſoon become 
diſorderly indeed: our Pulpits will ſtill continue 
to contradict our Reading-deſks, and we ſhall 
never have the honour of being ſtiled regular and 
orderly, till, regardleſs of Subſcriptions, Oaths, 
Rubrics, and Ordination-Offices themſelves, our 
practices give the lie to our profeſſions, and we 
ſeek. the fleece and not the flock, and“ preach 
ourſelves, and not CHRIST JESUS our Logo.” 


Dead Formaliſts, and proud ſelf- righteous 
Bigots, may loudly exclaim and cry out, * the 
temple of the Lok, the temple of the Loop, 
the temple of the Logp are we!” They may not 
only cry out, but alſo caſt out; and thinking they 
thereby do Gop ſervice, though moſt notoriouſly 
deficient in their own moral conduct, may plead 
conſcience, and ſay, Let the Lorp be glori- 
fied.” But to ſuch as theſe our Lorp once ſaid, 
Le are they that juſtify yourſelves before men, 
but Gop knoweth your hearts.” Like the chief 
Prieſts, the Scribes and Phariſees of old they may 
plead their Law; for the breach of which theſe 
irregulars, as they imagine, ought to be con- 
demned and ſuffer; nay, time may come when 
they may be permitted to enforce their clamorous 


accuſations by urging, as their godly predeceſſors 
| once 
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once did againſt our Maſter, that © we found 
theſe fellows perverting the nation, and forbid- 
ding to give tribute unto Cæſar: but Pilate knew 
that for envy they delivered Him.” And though 
they could plead” their Loyalty, and ſay, If 
thou let this man go thou art not Cæſar's friend, 

we have no king but Cæſar;“ yet both our 
Lord and his Apoſtles rendered themſelves, and 
ſtrictly taught all that heard them, to * render 
unto Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's, and unto 
Gop the things that are Gop's.“ Fain would 
the Methodiſts copy after ſuch gloriouſly divine 
examples: and, bleſſed be Gop, after a trial of 
near forty years, upon the moſt ſevere ſcrutiny, 
their LOYALTY cannot be juſtly ſo much as once 
called in queſtion : For, as they fear Gop, ſo they 
dearly love and honour their King, their rightful 
Sovereign King GeorGe ; and have been, and 
continue to be, ſteady invariable friends to 
the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the illuſtrious 
Houſe 'of Hanover. And if fo, ſuppoſing 
theſe Methodiſts ſhould be convicted of acting 
ſomewhat irregular, ſince it is only the irregularity 
of preaching and recommending unfeigned Love 
to Gop, and, for his great name ſake, undiſ- 
ſembled, difintereſted Loyalty to their King; is 
it not the intereſt as well as duty of civil govern- 
ment, if not to encourage, yet not to oppoſe them? 
For it is certainly a moſt inconteſtable truth, that 
every additional proſelyte to true Methodiſm, is 


an additional loyal ſubject to King Grok o the 
G Third, 
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Third, whom, with his Royal moſt amiable Con- 
ſort, our gracious Queen CHARLOTTE, the 
Methodiſts with one-united voice earneſtly pray 
Gop long to continue to be a nurſing Father and 
nurſing Mother to our Church and People of eyery 
denomination whatſoever. 


Every body is loudly complaining of the- bad- 
neſs of our Times, and the degeneracy of our 
Morals. Sinners now proclaim their fin like 
Sodom, and the nation hath ſuffered more than a 
ſecond deluge by an inundation of every ſin, and 
every kind of corruption that was ever committed 
or practiſed under Heaven: The whole head 
is ſick, the whole heart faint ; from the crown of 
the head to the ſole of our feet, we are full of 
wounds and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores.“ Shall 
there no man be found then to ſtand in the gap ? 
None dare to attempt at leaſt to ſtem the impetu- 
ous torrent? None venture to go out with their 
lives in their hand, and cry to a profane, careleſs, 
buſy world, Oh! every one that thirſteth, 
came ye to the waters?“ Can any conſiderate, 
much more any real good man, be fo cruel, as 
even to wiſh that the Goſpel ſhould be confined 

either to Church or Meeting, when there are ſo 
many thouſands and tens of thouſands who, as to 
ſpiritual things, know nat their right hand from 
their left, and who never go either to Church or 
Meeting at all? If ſome are called to be ſettled 
| Miniſters (and may the oreat Head of the Church 


ful all our Pariſh- Churches and Meeting-Houſes 
with 
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with true evangelical Paſtors!) may not others be 
called out to be Itinerants? Have there not. 
been Preſbyters at large, even from the earlieſt 
times of Chriſtianity ? And if ſome of a more 
inferior rank and order ſhould be qualified, and 
thruſt forth by the great Lonxp of the harveſt, 
when the harvelt is ſo great, and the Jabburers ſo. 
few, who ſhall dare to ſay to Him, What doſt 
thou ?” Shall our eye be evil becauſe He is, 
good? If Iſaiah. was a Courtier, was not the 
Prophet Amos a Herdfman? | In the days of 
Moſes, when the Iſraelites were under a more im- 
mediate diyine theocracy,. news was brought him, 
and that too even, by a Joſhua, that Eldad and 
Medad were propheſying in the camp, without 

his Licence or his Ordination; what doth this, 

meek man of Gon ſay ? 60 Envieſt thou for 

my ſake? Would to God all the Lon p's people 
were prophets. And in the days of our Logo 
himſelf, when He was perſonally preſent, his be- 
loved diſciple John, before his heart was more 
enlarged by divine love, ſaid unto him, Maſter, 
we faw one caſting out devils in thy name, and 
he followeth not with us, and we forbad him, 
becauſe he followeth not with us.” But what 
ſaid Jesvs, that good Shepherd and Biſhop of, 
Souls? „ Forbid him not.“ | | 


Such inſtances, ſuch ſtriking inſtances as 
theſe, methinks, ſhould make even good men 
careful not to give way to a narrow, ſelfiſh, bigot- 


ed ſpirit; and caution them againſt joining with 
G 2 the 
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the world in ſmiting their Fellow. ſervants, by 
crying down or ſpeaking ſlightingly and reproach- 
fully of a method of preaching and acting, which, 
maugre all oppoſition, for theſe thirty years laſt 
paſt hath been bleſſed and owned of Gop to the 
converting of thouſands ; not to a bare name, 
ſe&t or party, or merely to head or notional 
knowledge, but from darkneſs unto light, 
from the power of Satan unto Gop ;** from 
holding the mere form, to the true abiding 
poſſeſſion and practice of true ſcriptural godli- 
neſs, in heart, lip, and life. But if good or 
bad men now diſlike, and therefore oppoſe ſuch 
an irregular way of acting, they may be told 
to their comfort, that their uneaſineſs on this 
account, in all probability, will not be of long 
continuance; for few will chooſe to bid, or 
offer themſelves candidates for ſuch airy yr u- 
RALITIES: to go thus without the camp, bear- 
ing all manner of reproach; to become in this 
manner, Spectacles to Gop, to angels, and 
to men; to ſacrifice not only our natural, 
but ſpiritual affections and connections, and to 
part from thoſe who are as dear to them as 
their own ſouls, in order to paſs the Atlantic, 
and bear the colds and heats of foreign climes; 
theſe are ſuch uninviting things to corrupt na- 
ture, that if we will have but a little patience till 
a few old weary heads are laid in the ſilent 
grave, theſe uncommon goſpel - meteors, theſe 
field - phænomenas, that ſeldom appear in the 


latitude 
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latitude of England, ſcarce above once in a 
century, without the help of any coercive 
means, will of themſelves ſoon diſappear. They 
begin to be pretty well in diſrepute already : 
Yer a little while, and in all human probability 
they will quite vaniſh away. But though I 
am neither/ a Prophet, nor the ſon of a Pro- 
phet, I am greatly miſtaken if, in the Redeem- 
er's own good time and way, ſome ſpiritual 
phoenix will not hereafter ariſe, ſome bleſſed gol- 
pel-in{trument be raiſed, that ſhall make the devil 
and his threefold army, „The luſt of the Fleſh, 
the luſt of the Eye, and the pride of Life,“ 
to fly before the ſound of the goſpel trumpet. 


I have dwelt the longer upon this particu- 
lar, Reverend S1R, becauſe the preſent learned 
Biſhop of Glouceſter, in his late volumes, in- 
titled, The Doctrines of Grace, is pleaſed to 
obſerve, more than once, that he finds fault 
not ſo much with the matter, as the manner 
of the Methodiſts preaching. But if by the 
manner, his Lordſhip would have us to under- 
ſtand, not their manner of preaching in the 
field, but the manner of their delivery, whether 
in the church or field, I would humbly aſk 
his Lordſhip, if he ever heard any of them 
preach? If nor, doth our law condemn any 
man, or any ſet of men, unheard? And I 
would humbly inquire further of his Lordſhip, 
and all others whom it may concern, how they 
would have them or any others preach ? 
| I re- 
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1 remember the great Doctor Delauny, when 


IT had the honour of being with him, many. 


years ago, at the Right Reverend Doctor Boul- 
ter's, then Lord Primate of Ireland, among 
other hints, proper for a young Preacher, gave 
me to underſtand, that whenever he went up 
into a pulpit, he deſired to look upon it as 
the laſt time he ſhould ever preach, or the 
laſt time that the people ſhould ever hear 
him. O that all Preachers, whether within or 
without doors, however ' dignified or diftinguiſh- 
ed, went always up into their reſpective pulpits 
thus impreſſed ! They would then preach as 
Apelles once ſaid he painted, namely, for Eter- 
nity: They would then act the part of true 
goſpel Chriſtian Orators, and not only calmly 
and cboly inform the underſtanding, but by 
perſuaſive pathetic addreſs endeavour to move 
the- affections, and warm the heart. To act 
otherwiſe beſpeaks a ſad ignorance of human 
nature, and ſuch an inexcuſable indolence and 
indifference in the preacher, as muſt conſtrain 
the hearers, whether they will or not, to ſuſ- 
pect that the Preacher, let him be who he 
will, only deals in the falſe commerce of un- 


felt Ws. 


Were our Lawyers, our Counſellors, or our 
Players to act thus, both the Bar and the Stage 
would ſoon be deferred ; and therefore that an- 


ſwer of Mr Betterton, to a worthy prelate, when 
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he aſked him © how jt came to paſs that tlie 
Clergy, who ſpoke of things real, affected the 
people ſo little, and the Players, who ſpoke of 
things barely imaginary, affected them ſo much,“ 
is worthy of laſting regard. My Lord, 
ſays Mr Betterton, I can aſſign but one reaſon, 
which is, We Players ſpeak of things imaginary 
as though they were real, and too many of the 
Clergy ſpeak of things real as though they were 
imaginary.” Thus it was in his, and all know it 


is too much the caſe in our time. Hence it is, 

that even an our moſt important occaſions, the 
worthy gentlemen concerned in our public 
Charities, generally find themſelves more obliged 


to the Muſicians than the Preachers, for the 
largeneſs of their collections: and hence, no 


doubt it is, that upon our moſt ſolemn Anni- 


verſaries, after long previous notice hath been 
given, when ſome even of our Lords Spiritual 


preach themſelves, perhaps not two Lords tem- 


poral come to hear them. 

Sorry am 41 therefore, Reverend S1R, to in- 
form you, that a celebrated Orator, in one of his 
Lectures delivered, if I am not miſtaken, in the 
Univerſity of Oxford, takes the liberty of ſay- 
ing, © That it is to be feared this is too much 
the ſtate of the Pulpit-elocution in general, in the 
church of England: On which account, adds 


he, there never was perhaps a religious ſect | 


upon earth whoſe hearts were fo little engaged in 


the act of public worſhip as the members of 
that. 
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that Church. To be pleaſed, we muſt feel, 
and we are pleaſed with feeling. The Preſby- 
terians are moved; the Methodiſts are moved; 
they go to their meetings and tabernacles with 
delight; the very Quakers are moved; fantaſti- 
cal and extravagant as the language of their 
emotions is, yet ſtill they are moved by it, and 
they love their form of worſhip for that rea- 
ſon: Whilſt much the greater part of the 
members of the Church of England, are either 
baniſhed from it through diſguſt, or relucegotly 
attend the ſer vice as a diſagreeable aa — Thus 
far Mr Sheridan. 


But ors go I to the Bar or Stage to fetch 
vouchers in defence of earneſtneſs in heart and 
action, when {peaking for the moſt High Gop, 
and offering ſalvation to precious and immortal 
ſouls, for whom the ever-adorable Mediator 
ſhed his precious blood? You know, Reverend 
SiR, the character given of Bucolſpherus one 
of the Reformers, Vividus vullus, vividi oculi, 
vivide matus denique omnia vivida. Lou have 
alſo heard of a Prophet who was commanded by 
the Loap Gop himſelf to ſmite with his hand, 
and ſtamp with his foot ; and Goſpel-miniſters 
in general are commanded to „ cry aloud, and 
ſpare not, and lift up their voices like trum- 
pets.“ But why refer I even to Reformers or 
Prophets? Rather let me mention the Gop and 
Saviour of all, even our Lord Jzsvs CHRIST, 
on whoke manner of preaching the multitudes 

that 
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that followed him, when he came 'down from 
the mount made this juſt obſervation, that 
« He ſpake as one having authority, and not as 
the Scribes.” And after his reſurrection when 
beginning at Moſes and all the Prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning Himſelf,” the two diſciples at 
Emmaus ſaid one to another, Did not our 
hearts burn within us while he talked with us 
by the way, and while he opened to us the 
ſcriptures?” And I believe we may venture to 
affirm, that if preachers in general ſpake and 
opened the Scriptures more under the influence 
and energy of his bleſſed Spirit, whether in con- 
ſecrated or unconſecrated ground, within or 
without doors, they would find that their 
hearers hearts in a degree would burn within 
them too. 


But I have” done. — You will be ſo good, 
Reverend S1K, as to pardon not only the free- 
dom but prolixity of this, I have already 
mentioned my motives for writing; and there- 
fore ſhall now cloſe with the advice given upon 
a ſimilar occaſion to an eccleſiaſtical council by 
+ Gamaliel, a Doctor of Law, and had in repu- 
tation among all the people: © And now I fay 
unto you, refrain from theſe men, and let them 
alone: for if this counſel or work be of men, it 
will come to nought; but if it be of Gop, ye 
cannot overthrow it : leſt haply ye be found to 

H | fight 
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ght pick Gt To this Gon and i 
[ word af his grace, I moſt hambly recommend both 
yourſalf and. the whole Univerſu and earneſt» | 
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